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, . ISr, Foos, resident of Richmond, Va,, is a high school '■ 

graduate employed in a minor capacity with the C , and 0, Railway, * v 
About two years ago he 'became~interested-in -extra sensory perception — 
(a term probably technically inaccurate) and began experimenting with 
members of his family. He claims to have achieved amazing success 
and in recent weeks ha s rece ived a considerable, of ■Qy&li_ci t\ 

in th£ BlslLStond area. 

le is holding a number of exhiUTtxTdhs Totally in an apparent at temp] 
to create interest in his ability to teach the blind to see. He 
has appeared at Duke University where experiments have long been 
conducted on the power of extra sensory perception, and various 
government agencies (including the Veterans Administration) are 
very much interested, b'?*- 

Very simply, Foos claims the ability to teach the blind 
to see ; in six months to teach a person without eyes to see 
sufficiently well to drive an automobile safely. He disclaims any 
supernatural power and, not being a scientist or physician, has no 
technical or scientific explanation. He merely states that a 
person can do what he makes up his mind to do. He claims to have 
taught not only members of his family but approximately 2$ other 
individuals as well, including persons completely blind , to see 
with lOO/o efficiency. 

To illustrate his ability, his daughter, Margaret Foos 
(about l6 - 17 years of age) was blindfolded by the observers with 
pads and an elastic band, thereafter reading, distinguishing color 
and moving about the room with complete ease. She could read 



xplete ease. She t 
}/ 


67 AUG 5- 




lb 




23 





Belmont from Branigan 

Re: EjCTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION 


minute handwriting submitted by those in attendance « accurately 
trace the written material and in all ways functior^withou^error 
as with complete vision • In answer to a quest ion^KM HHHHflk 
as to whether distance was a factor, Foos stated tna^aurfn^^ne 
recent public exhibit Margaret had distinguished colored balloons 
at a distance of 400 feet\ In ansioer to another question as to 
whether motion would complicate the problem, Margaret played the 
childhood game of Jacks using a small (lj- m diameter) rubber - 
ball, deftly retrieving it regardless of angle of bounce , p 


Mr* Foos was questioned as to his ability to teach 
a person to read an article covered by a pad or to see through 

a wall , He at that time avoided a direct-answer?— stating- that 

because of the defense aspects of such a possibility he was not 
at liberty to discuss it • later , however, in private conversation, 
he claimed that he had taught one of his students to accurately 
read an article completely obscured by heavy cardboard and 
that teaching the ability to see beyond a solid masonry wall 
tins merely a jnatter of degree , He would pursue this matter no 
further. 


inquired of Foos as to his general 

method of teaching - whether individual tutoring was essential • 

He stated that he had taught a group with equal facility. He 
further stated that he had found it much easier and had had 
greater success in teaching the physically blind rather than those 
with ordinary vision, t>7C- 



Should his claims be well-founded, there is no limit *f s 
to the value which could accrue to the FBI - complete and 
undetectable access to mail, the diplomatic pouch; visual access to 
buildings - the possibilities are unlimited insofar as law enforce- 
ment and counterintelligence are concerned. 


As fantastic as this may appear, the actuality of extra 
sensory perception has long been recognized - though not to the 
degree of perfection claimed by Mr, Foos, It is difficult to 
see how the Bureau can afford to not inquire into this matter more 
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Bel EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION 


fully . Bureau interest can be completely 

discreet and controlled and no embarrassment would result • 

P.ECO'i.C^tlDA TIONt 


iiry 

}cla imed 

j „ leach the blind zo see , oeawn^ir^runc^zn^zr emend ous 

potential to the FBI should these claims prove well founded • Attached 
for approval is a memorandum for Richmond Office with copies for Mobile 
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The records in the library of the Richmond Timesjrfbispatch 
and the Richmond News-Leader, newspaper^o^Binhimnj^ Virginia, 
were checked on August 9, 1957, by SA which re- 

flected an article by K. LEWIS WARREN, dat^^ned June 17, (1957), 
which related that MARGARET FOOS, a sixteen year old high school 

§ irl, had demonstrated with her father, WILLIAM FOOS, of Ellerson, 
irginia, methods by which WILLIAM FOOS hoped to teach the blind 
to read. Cotton pads had bean placed over the eyes of MARGARET 
FOOS, secured by a black elastic blindfold, and in that condition 
she had, found and read passage from a magazine furnished by a 
reporter and had read samples of handwriting as well as verses 
from the Bible by request from the audience. 

:? The article further stated that WILLIAM FOOS did not 

claim to be a psychologist or to have had even elementary know- 
ledge of the subject; however, he claimed to &ave oread everything 
possible on the subject of Extra Sensory Perception since starting ( 


his experiments some two years previous. 
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The article further stated that FOOS was a foreman 


in the salvage warehouse of the C. & 0, Railway on leave of 
absence, that he started experimenting with the children who 
visited his place in Hanover County, Virginia, to fish and ride 
his horses and late.r began working with friends. Further, that 
FOOS had recently been to Duke ■Uni versity, where he had demon- 
strated for two days bel J 02*6 JOSEPH RHINE, an eroinsn'fc 
authority on the subject and other members of the Parasychology 
Department of the University. 


The article then states that FOOS impressed the viewers 


as being thoroughly sincere and stated that his main interest 
in his project is to help the blind; however, he refused to 
divulge his methods of teaching, but believed he can teach 
other instructors in the field. 


The article further set out that FOOS hoped to obtain 


a charter for Extra S ensory Percept ion Research. Inc ., and listed 
the backers and members oTtSe^organizat ion as ittii'iRi CARAVATI, 
Richmond Public Relations Man, WILLIAM CANTOR, an auctioneer, 
and ROBERT CANTOR, a lawyer. Further, if the charter was granted, 
FOOS planned to recruit blind youngsters who would be willing 
to cooperate in the experiment. 


The library contained another newspaper article, date 


lined June 22, (1957), to the effect that ESP (Extra Sensory 
Perception) Research, Inc., received a charter yesterday from 
the State Corporation Commission and will undertake clinical 
training for the blind. The officers and staff of the organi- 
zation were set forth as follows: 


( WILLIAM A. FOOS, President and Director of Research 
HENRY L. CARAVATI, Vice-President 
ROBERT A. LLOYD, Vice-President 
SAM LOMBARDO, Vice-President 
ROBERT CANTOR, Secretary 
WILLIAM CANTOR, Treasurer 
MAJGARET FOOS, Research Assistant 
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The article further set forth that the staff was to 


leave Monday to conduct a series of demonstrations in Washington 
and New York and that a c linic would be opened when the staff 
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Memo Branigan to Belmont 
Re: EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION 


RECOmfENDA TION : It is recommended that this memorandum 

'■* and attachments thereto be filed for possible future 
refe rence . 
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EXTRASENSORY 
BY MR, WILLIAM' 

AUGUST 8, 1957 

* * v ^ Tele. Room — 

Holloman 

. Gandy . 

According to information furnished to the Bureau , William , „ 
oce of Richmond , Virginia , allegedly gave a demonstration in jte*-- 
a sensory perception to representatives of military intelligence 
and central Intelligence Agency ( CIA ) sometimeduring August , 1957, 
Pursuant to the re ques^^^^up^vis o r inquiry concerning 

. this was made by Liaiso^section, at the Office 

] of the Assistant^ChTfyygysTa^^^jitel^g^ce (ACSl), Department 


of the Army, 



DECLASSIFIES EY 

o xjS^OA =±. fr. 


(ACSl), Depart 
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. „ Lieirtenan±£olonel f John Downie, Special Operations Branch , 

£>4 ACSI , aduised at a representative from his office and a 

\ r ' ^H^’ esen *ot:it!e^ponAe imy Intelligence Center at port Holabird, 

\|c ^Marpland, had attended a demonstration given by Foos held on 
August 8j 1957, at the Marriot Motor Hotel, U, S, Highway # 1 , 
v' r ;N Arlington, Virginia, Attached hereto is a copy of a memorandum 

submitted by George C, Blackwell, the representative from Colonel 
Downie 's office attending this demonstration. As far as colonel 
Downie knew, there was no representative from CIA at this demonstration; 
however, it was his understanding' that on August 8, 1957, another 
demonstration was given by Poos to individuals unknown to Colonel 
Dowfiie, not representing the Department of t^e £rmy however, ^ ^ 

Colonel Downie stated that Lieutenalt Colonel Leroy C, 

Hilly the representative from the Army Intelligence Center, is making 
an evaluation of the demonstration; however, to date he has reached 
no conclusion. According to Colonel Downie, when colonel Hill 
completes his evaluation he, Downie, will so advise the Bureau, 

Colonel Downie further advised that his office has made inquiry /rom t 
others who have attended different demonstrations put on by Poos 
with the following results : Inquiry was made of representatives froi 

the president's Committee on Employment of the Physically Handicappet 
who attended one of Poos' demonstrations. It wa3 determined that (_/ 1 
Major General Melvin J, Maas, U, S, Marine Corps (retired). Chairman' 
of this Committee, was of the opinion that the claims by Poos that 
he could teach blind persons to perceive has not. been proven by his 
demonstration and until such time as Foos has taught persons known 
to be blind to perceive objects, the President 's committee will not 
sponsor, recommend , or associate its/jf with Poos, 
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Memo Roach to Belmont RE: EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION ) 

. DEMONSTRATION BT MR . WILLIAM FOOS 

AUGUST Qj 1957 


According to representatives of the Blind Veterans 
Association , who had attended one of Foos 1 demonstrations , the 
demonstrations did not reveal any extra sensory perceiptive powers iS 
of Foos or any of his associates . That Association^does not 
contemplate any action toward sponsoring Foos or his teachings . 

Inquiry by Colonel Downie 9 s office at the Veterans 
Administration reflects that the Veterans Administration , since 
Foos would not submit to scientific testings and since portions 
of the demonstration conducted with blindfolds furnished by the 

Veterans Administration, were -100 per -cent Mnevcceesfiil; concluded 

that the claims of Foos were without basis . The Veterans Administration 
contemplated no further action . Colonel Downie stated that the 
information from the Blind Veterans Association and from the Veterans 
Administration was obtained on a very confidential basis. Ee, 
therefore , requested that the Bureau not disseminate this information 
outside of the Bureau. Attached hereto also is a copy of a 
memorandum furnished by Colonel Downie relative to 2>r. Eenry K. 

Puharich, Round Table Foundation, Glen Cove , Maine. While 
Dr. Puharich's work is not exactly in the field of extra sensory 
perception. Colonel Downie stated that the Army is interested in 
determining the possibilities of his techniques. '■ 

ACT ION: 
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SUBJECT* Extra Sensory Perception Pi 



Margaret Fooa, daughter and pupil of *tr. Fooa, ag« H. 
Boy-Uni dent Lfied age 17 
Girl-Uhidesitif led . age ,17 


Demonstration *as eponaored or arranged by Ur, Daniel Cox Pabey Jr., 
3805 Blackthorn, Chevy Chase, Md., Consultant, 061 and Vice President, ash- 
ington Industrial Rasoarch Consultants • 
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/ T41e. Room _ 

^ ^^lolloman 

Will iam A.Foos, Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad employee!^ 
Richmond, Virginia, claims to nave special ability in the field of extrasensory ‘ V* 
perception. His demonstrations have been witnessed by two Special Agents of { N - 
wthis Bureau in privacy at American Legion headquarters, Washington, D. C. 
r?Foos has a 15-year-old daughter who, although blindfolded, can presumably read 
% anything placed before her, She jfeys cards, checkers, accurately describes 
^unknown individuals, and does many other things to exhibit the power of extrasensory 
perception as taught by her father. The Richmond Office has conducted a discreet 
background check on Foos and has found that Foos is regarded as a well-respected 
person. Foos is currently attempting to establish a clinic for the blind in 
Richmond, Virgjhia. 
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Other demonstrations put on by Foos, reportedly before the 
Intelligence Division of the Army and the Central Intelligence Agency, have', v? , < 
reflected that a 16-year -old boy has been trained to look through walls and \ " r ,\, 
read newspapers. This youngster also can reportedly read documents which 
have been enclosed in a briefcase. 


accompany him to witness 
irriott Motel in Washin gton. D. C. 

Lso accompanied]^ 

blindfold cmTHe young Foos girl and 
"demonstration. The youngster put on a rather amazing 
performance of readin^wMle blindfolded, as indicated previously in this 
memorandum. although suspecting that some trick was beinj 

adJhaL^£J[img-gi|jjwas_una ble to see. 

ios! a ^ s ° 

! dcm^^HB^rand was unad e to offer an explanation for the girl 1 stability to 

r* ^d^e while blindfolded. y 
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Memorandum Mr. Roach to Mr, Belmont 
RE: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


With regard to the report tha^^^boy trained by Foos' 
read material ” through a brief case, ’W/^^^ptated that this was 
strictly a rumor which has been circuiting around the Government 
and as far as he has been able to establish , there is no basis 
whatsoever indicating that such an act took place . Foos has made 
the claim that this could be done. He has also stated that a person 
can read beyond a wall. Foos qualifies these statements with the », 
declaration that in order to do this, ‘additional training i3 required (/^) 

is quite certain that Foos ha3 not come up with 
any capability wKTch could be of assistance to U . S. intelligence . 

"Ee si died ~ that 'CIAy.nevcTthcl es S', pi an s t o follow a>ny all i-ional 
reports concerning Foos 9 work. He stated that he would keep the 
Liaison Agent advised regarding any significant developments .idf £/ 

*>90 /X 
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7 ARTICLE IN "NEW YORE JOURNAL AMERICAN" 
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This memorandum Is tn response to the Director 1 s inquiry 
concerning a newspaper column relating to the use of mental telepathy 
by the Army Intelligence Service • 

27ie 'Wew Tor* Jbwrna2 American" on 6-14-60 carried a column 
by Ruth Montgomery "Spying by Mind-Reading l " tn which she stated the 
Army Intelligence Service was conducting research experiments in 
mental telepathy* She speculated that the ultimate achievement would 
be to develop a method whereby U. S. spies could " receive " thoughts 
of plotters tn the Kremlin • The Director asked, "Is there anything 
t0 

I Lieutenant Colonel Lee Martin, Chief of Investigations, 

1 ssistan^hief^f Staff for Intelligence, U, S, Army, advised liaison 

1 agent the Army is conducting no such project as 

descrvfec^^^^^^rticle. He did state that £Ke U, S. Air Force had 
a contract in 1958 and 1959 with the Bureau of Social Science Research, 
Washington, D, C, which did research in the many phases of mental 
problems raised by the Korean War, with particular emphasis on brain - 
| washing . This research did incidentally include mental telepathy or 
I extra sensory perception $ however, the results were inc^nc^usive»y^^^ 

Our Laboratory experts advised 'that informed scientific 
opinion at the present time is that there is no basis in science for 

[ the validity of extra sensory perception as described in this article • 

It is true, of course, there are some areas and activities of the human 
mind which have not been explored or completely understood • In recent 
years serious scientific study has been undertaken by psychologists for 
the purpose of explaining these little-understood functions of the mind • 

r 'In I 957 one~WHl iam F 0 os ^Richmond, ~Ti rginia, claimed that 

he could teach blind persons to see through the use of extra sensory 
perception . He claimed he could teach people to t read a paper which was 
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CmgUml Letter: 


Spying b 



By RUTH MONTGOMERY 

W ASHINGTON: The Army Intelli- 
gence Service is beginning to 
delve into an unknown reach of the 
mind which — should it eventually 
prove successful— could, make spying 
the least hazardous branch of defense. 

A number of top in- 


» • 4* /^, 4 b 

iiid-Reading! 



MONTGOMERY 



telligence agents are 
■ conducting research 
experiments in men- 
tal telepathy, a fasci- 
: natlng phase of extra 
• sensory perception. 

The project receives 
; expert guidance within 
’ the department, but 
many, of the officers 
have become so fascl- 
, nated by the possibili- 
ties that they have 
formed groups, outside of office hours, 
to try reading each other’s minds. 

Some of the experiments to date 
have proved enormously successful, 
with the average of correct responses 
far surpassing that which , could be 
achieved by hit-and-miss guessing. 

The Intelligence Service hopes to 
develop enough ‘'sensitive” agents, and 
to perfect their technique .to such an 
extent that they could actually pick up 
thought waves emanating from the 
Cold War “enemy” camp. 

The ultimate achievement would be 
to develop a method whereby American 
spies could actually “receive” the 
thoughts of Soviet plotters meeting in 
the inner reaches of the Kremlin. 

The 20th Century has witnessed such 
fantastic advances in other realms of 
science that this project may not.be 
as wild as it seems at first glance. 

How many in the 19th Century be- 
lieved that man could fly, not only 
above the clouds, but at a speed ex- 
ceeding that of sound? • v. - 

| r.i rr\ 


Who at the turn ef the century 
thought that by turning a dial in his ' 
living room, he could hear a sym-‘ 
phony concert in New York, or a news 
commentator speaking from Tokyo? 

Only 20 years ago, would you have 
-believed it possible to sprawl on your. 

' own couch, while watching a ball game 
in St. Louis, or a political convention 
in Los Angeles? For that matter, did 
you think man could send a monkey 
into orbit around the earth or moon? 

This age is surely the most fasci- 
nating that the world has ever known, 
but perhaps the most neglected phase 
of science is the probing of the sub-, 
conscious mind, and the possibilities 
.of thought transmission. 

Military intelligence for some time 
has been delving into the possible utili- 
zation of hypnosis in spying. - This 
correspondent reported several years 
ago that intelligence agents were being 
sent on delicate missions; then brought 
back and queried in the normal man- 
ner about what they had observed. 

Afterwards', they were hypnotized, 
and while in trance were again ques- 
tioned about the layout of the room 
they had been assigned to visit. Under 
this condition they were able to sup- 
ply every detail, even down to the 
number of slats in the Venetian blinds. 

• • The drive to develop other tech- 
niques for espionage has been height- 
ened, since the U-2 incident. 

Think what a Joke it would be on 
Nikita if, as a result of his tantrums, 
America was spurred to develop a new 
and fool-proof technique for espionage. 
It would be pleasant to think that 
-U. S. spies seated comfortably in Wash- 
ington could pick up the dastardly plots 
that Communist big-wigs were hatch- 
ing behind locked doors in the Kremlin. 

At least we can dream, can’t we? 
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subject: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION (ESP) 

SYNOPSIS: 

Director has commented about studies in extrasensory 
perception at Duke University. Experimental work in Parapsychology 
I Laboratory there reported since 1934. . Research has covered "supernormal 
* faculties" not recognized by modern psychological and physiological 
methods. Various forms "supernormal cognition," telepathy, clairvoyance 
and precognition have been investigated using special ESP card<decks. 
Experiments devised for purpose eliminating pure chance as causative 
factor of evidence supporting ESP. Scientists generally critical of 
evidence and methods. Belief in ESP has gained little acceptance 
among psychologists and fails test of common experience. 


DETAILS: 


i/ 


Duke 

cnrr 



The Director has noted, "I have been told that at 
University some vork is being done in the field of extrasensory 
perception, " on a memorandum responding to his Inquiry about the 
article "Spying by Mind Reading," THE NEW YORK JOURNAL AMERICAN, 
dated June 14, 1960. 

Studies on extrasensory perception, often referred to as ESP, 
University , Durham, North Carolina, since 1934. 

__ of the Parapsychology Laboratory, 

reported considerable experimental vork in the field 
of psychical research. His experiments give the impression of 
psychological sophistication but have received continuous and severe 
criticism in learned circles since publication. £>^0 

Psychical research in parapsychology encompasses the 
experimental study of "supernormal faculties," real or supposed of human 
personality, supernormal being an equivalent for "not recognized by 
general scientific opinion." The function of this research is to collect 
and velgh all available evidence for and against such faculties, either 
for acceptance by general scientific opinion, or rejection. 


The theory supporting this investigation is completely 
opposed to results of research in experimental psychology which has 
not revealed other sensory mechanisms than those described in modern 
textbooks of psychology and physiology. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols 
Re: Extrasensory Perception, Information Concerning 



I 


Numerouyuestions were asked of Mr. Foos following the 
demonstration an^^^JHfwas most blunt in his questioning in attempts 
to find out if there wer^tn^gimmicks" involved. Mr. Foos was quite 
evasive in his answers and refused to discuss his methods of instruction. He 
also refused to allow a demonstration of the young boy reading documents 
enclosed in a briefcase or reading through the walls of a room. He claimed, 
however, that this could be done and that he would be willing to have this act 
performed at a later date. Mr. Foos spoke continually of learning the principles 
of extrasensory perception through constant reading-of-the Bible.- Re claimed} - 
1 however, to be an atheist in his beliefs. Mr. Foos has appeared before medical 
officials at Duke University, the Veterans Administration, Washington, D.C., 
various medical associations in New York City, and before various graips in 
Richmond, Virginia. He has never charged admission. He is, however, 
according to his own explanation, attempting to initiate interest so that funds 
will be subscribed for a clinic for the blind in Richmond, Virginia, which he 
hopes to head. bl^ 


I 


Mr, 

that" ~ 
daughter could not 
obvious reasons, 
by the FBI. 


th^above-mentioned demonstration, requested 
a statement indicating that his 
iring the demonstration. This invitationwas refused for 
Foos did not know at the time thatflH^HH was employed 


Foos may, of course} be attempting to commercialize on a "fake 
trick" he and his daughter and the young boy have perfected. On the other hand, 
there is a possibility that Foos does have extrasensory perception abilities. This, 
of course, is something we cannot afford to overlook in our work but we should 
not, however, under any circumstances allow Foos the privilege of indicating to 
outsiders the FBI is interested in his work. He should be given no opportunity to 
use the FBI in any manner which would further his own interests. It is believed 
advisable, however, to have checks made with CIA and the Intelligence Division of 
the Army to determine what reaction those agencies had after witnessing the 
demonstration as put on by Foos, his daughter, and the young boy traveling with them. 


ACTION: 


As indicated above, the Domestic Intelligence Division, Liaison Section } 
should attempt to obtain further information from the Armband CIA relative to this 

m ***i >*-,^£ ■/?< \ l*' >/ A?^CT " 
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Office TS/leWbrandum • united® a^tes government' 



PROM 


SUBJECT 


Ur. A. E. Belmon 


Ur, R. R, Roach 



date: September 17, 1957 


■ Extrasensory perception 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


COv- 



agency's 
has given 




Reference is made to a memorandum Ur. Nichols to 
Ur. Tolson dated September 6, 1957, concerning Williai.' A. Foos 
who has claimed to have a special ability in the^field of extra- 
sensory perception . The Liaison Agent ha 3 been in contact with 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)^for the purpose of obtaining 
ncir-nmii* comments or observations concerning demonstrations which* Fo/s Ap- 1 
in the Washington , D. C., area. 

On September 16 , 1957, UE/BKKKtM °f CIA advised Agent 
that he had been designated by his agency to coordinate all 
Urination developed concerning Foos' demonstrcrHons and to follow 
any reported developments of significance . HHBHBstaied that as far 

I as his agency is concerned Foos has not com^i^^^^^^iany new or revolu- 
tionary development and his claims to certain performances in the field 
of extrasensory perception definitely have not been supported by fact 
or evidence . According to p oos has U3e £ daughter in 

demonstra^VKiher ability t^^^^^^rtain amount of reading while blind- 
folded. VHH [stated that Foos has insisted on using a particular type 
of blindf^^which raises a question regarding the possibility that 
Foos is using nothing more than a tricj^bi^cleverly permitting his 
daughter to see by 'pinpoint vision." of the opinion that 

I F 003 is using a blindfold material whict^p^nTts his daughter to have 
a considerable area of vision through a tiny aperture in the blindfold 
cloth. stated that it was interesting to note that Foos has 

refused T^pemit anybody to place any kind of a shield between his 
daughter 1 s eyes and the document being read. Ee further stated that 
the daughter is able to read to certain extent while the blindfold is on 
her eyes but when the same material is 


she is unable to read anything .(d) tj pECLA-SSiriDTr/ 

According to Tie has conducted some re sear cTT’TTT thiji field y 

and stated that with proper training a person can have a large fi(eld of 
vision looking through a small hole or even along thesides of a blind- J 
fold or disks iqhich might be placed over the eyes. |HV also remarked xj 
that although Twos claims to have an ability of tra^Kng others in the ' 

field of extrasensory percept ion,\he himsel 
things which his^proteges can do.W,6G Ai 
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Memorandum to Mr, Tamm 

Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION 

63-4036 


P two per cent responses expressing an opinion that ESP is an established 
fact, and seven per cent that it is a likely possibility. Ninety-one 
1 1 per cent answered that ESP is a remote possibility, Impossible or an 
[| unknown. However, the most valid objection against belief in ESP powers 
, « is that . common experience does.. not produce evidence for telepathy, 

( clairvoyance and precognition. For example, stock investments should 
prove most profitable ventures for anyone gifted with these so-called 
powers . 


ACTION: 
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Memorandum Belmont to Parsons 
Re: "SPYING BY MIND-READING!" 

ARTICLE IN "NEW YORE JOURNAL AMERICAN " 
JUNE 14, I960 


covered or to see through a vail . Recognizing the value of such 
1 activity to our counterespionage work, we thoroughly checked the claim 
I and had. to conclude that his alleged powers had no scientific basis. 
"fHer Government agencies such as Veterans Administration, Central 

l7 t te l 2 t genc i A 9 cncy and Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence also 
checked on Foos and were Highly skeptical of his work. * 

ACTION : 

For information. 

O 
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TO 
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PERCEPTI 


date: 10-5-60 


CTpR^^ 

O^femi^SENSOEY — 

Flying crim inal cases 




By ietter to Director 9-27-60, attached, Edwin D. Krell, midwest 
correspondent f oAell Publishing Com p any,, advised he is planning to do an article 
concerning parapsychology in criminal investigation. He noted that much has 
appeared in newspapers on this topic in recent months, but in checking into the 
situation he found no evidence to support the contention that mediums have aided 
police in solving crimes. Krell feels the public is entitled to this information and 
requested a statement from the Director on this flatter for use in the article. 

Krell mentioned Gerard Croiset, a Dutch medium, who reportedly 
related what happened to Judge Joseph Crater , who vanished in New York in 1830. 
Krell also made reference to Peter Etorkos, also from Holland, who in June, 

1960, made headlines while working on the Carroll Jackson family murder case. 
Krell noted that Hurkos* work led to the arrest of a suspect (John Atwell Tarmon) 
who was later released when the actual killer (Melvin Davis Rees, Jr.^) was 
caught by the FBI. -f • ' 

In conducting research in this matter, Krell advised he contacted a 
Dr. F. Brink, Dutch police official and attorney, who sent Krell an article he 
had written in which he stated: "Neither in the Netherlands, nor in any other 
country, is it possible to obtain reliable information which would justify the 
conclusion that the Judiciary authorities and the police derive any benefit from the 
intimations of clairvoyants.” Dr. Brink also quoted a letter from Scotland Yardr-""^ 
”So far as the London Police are concerned, we completely ignore anything put (/ 
forward by clairvoyants in the course of criminal investigation. ” 

I NFORMATION IN BUFILE^ . jl SN 

We havehad cordial relations with Dell Publishing Company since 
the 1930*8, and they have carried numerous favorable stories relating to the work of 
the FBI. Dell publishes well-known fashion, - beauty, detective and juvenile magazine 
We have enjoyed favorable relations with Krell and he has written some excellent 
articles about Bureau cases based upon material furnished to him. His articles 
appear in the Dell publications, "Inside Detective** a nd "F ront Page Detective.” 
(94-3-4-228) ' 

Enclosure ^ 7" , , 7 OCT 14 1960 

1 - Miss Gandy J 



1 - Mr. Rosen 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
Re: Statement by Director Concerting 
Extrasensory Perception 

There is no information in BufLles concerning Gerard Croiset, 
reportedly a Dutch medium. Bufiles reflect that in April, 1952, Captain 
Filippus Brink, an attorney and member of the de Bilt, Holland, police force, 
toured the Bureau in connection with a visit to the United States to study law 
.enforcement methods in this country. There is no derogatory information in 
I Bufiles concerning Brink. 

Bufiles reflect that Peter Hurkos, whose true name is Peter 
Copelius Van Der Hurk, was bom 5-21-11, in Dordrecht, Netherlands. He is 
aljged to have extrasensory perception and it has been claimed in many news and 
magazine articles that he has assisted police departments in many countries in 
| solving crimes as a result of his ability. Bufiles contain no information to sub- 
I stantiate any of the claims made by Hurkos concerning the solution of crimes. 

011 5-25-60, Dr. Francis Regis Riesenman, psychiatrist on the staff 
at St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D. C. , advised the Virginia State Police 
(VSP) that he planned to bring Hurkos to Virginia and Maryland to observe the sites 
where the bodies of the Jackson f a mil y were found. He requested that the VSP allow 
Hurkos the opportunity of examining the clothing and other physical evidence in the 
case. VSP feltihty would be subjected to public criticism whether ftiey agreed or 

1 2t C to and finally decided to allow Hurkos to examine the material. 

I The Director noted: "I am amazed that the VSP would participate in any such 

l circuDt 


Riesenman and Hurkos contacted the VSP on 6-7-60, and spent about 
a week working on the Jackson case, as a result of which the Director commented: 

We should be sure Hurkos isn’t Injected in any case in which we have jurisdiction. 
He is a complete fraud* " 


^ , The issue of "The Washington Daily News" carried an article 

entitled "Telepathist Says He Can ’See' Killer" which related that Hurkos stated he 
knew what the murderer looked like and hoped "soon” to turn over to police 
1 ^formation that would solve the case. Mr. Tolson commented: "This screwball is 

I C79-^f510 2174)^ e ^ r8a * Interp °l. ” Director noted: "Just how silly can one get.” 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
Re: Statement by Director Concerning 
Extrasensory perception 


The Director noted: *1 have been told that at Duke University some 
■work is being done in the field of extrasensory perception.” The Laboratory 
determined that Duke has been conducting experiments involving extrasensory 
perception since 1934, and that their research covered "supernormal faculties" 
not recognized by modern psychological and physiological methods. Further, 

( that scientists generally are critical of the evidence and methods, and the belief 
in extrasensory perception has gained little acceptance among psychologists, 
and fails the test of common experience. (63-4036-10) 

RECOMMENDATION: ^ 

That the attached letter by the Director be sent to Krell, enclosing 
the Directors statement concerning extrasensory perception in the solution of 
criminal cases. 
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To All Police Departments 


• • • / By WJLUAM McFADDEN 

. In tt»e not too distant future, erjkery ponce depart-, 
ment In the land will have extra-sensory perception 5 
consultants, perhaps evera totra-sensory perceptio n bu- 
reaus, New York Police Lt. John J. cronin sAid today. 

. A veteran of 38 ran *n the — - 1 

force, he plans to retire Christ- ' 
gm Par, his 64th birthday. . 

for 18 years— longer than 
Mrry other man -in the history 
of the department— he headed 
the Missing Persons Bureau. ' 

'After l retire. I might write 
■ book on ESP.- he said. *» 
has provided much Info rma t ion 
police earn# that la »e- 
te.- .• * ^s.s,-v;: 

MISSING GOUj *_• ? 
j M the fantastic cases he 
Was that of a 10-year-old 
more girl who was missing . 

JXMjr. '•/; . : 

"4 B-UUmore police mrgeant 
vWted Mm Btern- 

teis of IJgewte, » 

ESP to*oli£ 

On her advice, -when he get] . ... h , 
hack to Biittouw he dug to a «. r „- .-i- » « 

■efthbort cellar. The b^dyjrf ^ttflTshape, tt^«fa ^ tawL OCT 30 W 

the girl was found two feet. -.gm**. jrtvtf^i ^ 

.under the dirt floor. . . . Jf ^ «h*i haw bM>rf| 







». ,Cnmin $3so noted that 
Gerard Croeet* the Dutch 
clairvoyant. js credited with 
finding 400 mining children 
--Right new, MET it * hit 
and miss proposition. IPs fa an 
elementary stage, the Stage, 

the stage electricity 

when Ben franklin flew JUs. 
Me.* M. Cropfa «M. >. ; J 

: • method or FCTintt 
-Rut It dees wist, ft 
ef sixth sense thdt _ 
sasa posseaaed. hpt has 
lost through the in*. IPs 


fa-:* 


Ntre 



certain erimee that hare 
baffling them." " T •*' 

IX. Cronin said he hellenea 
most persons run away becauta - 
of money or love problems, 
with school problems the spur 
to ehlU runaways. 

5 RIVERFRONT 8QCAD .. 
After ending Tfls career fa I 
Missing Persons Bureau in mi, | 
he worked to tool riv wfm B tl 
■goad and now is to the -office \ ■ 
Wit he Chief of DeteeUvos. 

fie Uvm at <880 Vheo ave^ 
Bronx. with Ms wife. Alice. 
Stressing that HBP wfB grow 
ULfal 

Europe tame ef the EBP 
hm bee*. 4 bWM> 

h w*fe 3L«ij 


The Washington Poet And __ 

Times Herald -i; 

The Washington Daily "News 
% 

The Evening Star 


New York Herald Tribune 

' \ % 

New York Journ<^Ajndr*can 

New York Mirror 1 — 

New York Daily News 

New York Post 
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The New York Times 
The Worker 


QCi 3 ^ 3 r ^JPhff^ew Leader 
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The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer - 

People's World _ 

Date 


Memorandum to Mr. Tamm 

Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION 

63-4036 


The principal lines of investigation in parapsychology are 
. directed for the most part in study ing— Hsuper normal cognition, " that 
I is knowledge shown by a "percipient" (receiver) of matter concerning 
I which he has no natural means of knowing. These Include such 
debatable phenomenon as: telepathy, supernormal knowledge derived 

from anothers mind; clairvoyance, all manifestations of supernormal 
knowledge, not in the mind of another person, without the intermediary 
of sensory information; and, precognition, supernormal knowledge of 
future events that can neither be percieved sensorily, inferred 
rationally or brought about deliberately. Because these modes of 
perception arise spontaneously from life experiences of certain persons 
only, the elimination of fraud, collusion and other sources of error 
are uncontrolled and uncontrollable. The devising of objective 
experimental techniques to establish reality of these mental phenomena 
presents difficulties not met in accepted psychological research. 

Laboratory experiments have been made as follows: 

Clairvoyance Tests: A special ESP card deck of five cards 

each of five different symbols is used (cross, circle, star, wavy lines 
and a square). The probability for correct guesses of cards is five 
ip twenty-five. If subject consistently averages above one in five, 
results are not explainable by mere chance. 

(1) Open Matching Test: One ESP card of each symbol placed 

face up in a row. Complete ESP deck is shuffled. Before top card is 
dealt, subject decides which symbol matches symbol on top card of deck. 
Top card is then dealt and placed below guessed symbol, and so on through 
the deck. 


(2) Blind Matching Test: Like above except five key cards 

are face down during test. 

(3) Single Card Calling Test: Subject guesses symbol on top 

card of shuffled ESP pack, and so on through the deck. 

(4) Pack Calling Test: Subject makes twenty-five consecutive 

calls, directed at a shuffled but unbroken ESP deck. 

Success at these tests that is, consistent averages above one 
in five, allegedly v demonstrates capacity of subject to have supernormal 
knowledge concerning the ESP symbols in a shuffled deck. 

2 


• vs^a ;>»•. c <vl* .-Vvih •»‘>“.ii • • • „v»~Vt*L.'i):ii i-ii x 


m 



Memorandum to Mr. Tamm 

Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION 

63-4036 


K ~ 



f Telepathy Tests : 

(1) Pure Telepathic Method: No cards used. Subject 

holds a random choice ESP symbol in mind. Recipient attempts to read 
sender's thoughts. 

<2} General ESP Test: Sender shuffles and cuts ESP deck. 

Concentrates on face of successive cards while receiver attempts to 
read sender's mind, and so on through the deck. 



(3) Distant Telepathy Test: Above tests conducted at 

distances of several rooms or miles. 

Precognition Tests : Subject makes guesses with' Intention to 

have them correspond to order of ESP deck after it is shuffled by 
experiments. Also subject may decide beforehand vhich face of a die 
or combination of dice faces he desires to appear in successive casts. 

The scientific criticism of ESP experiments emphasizes several 
factors vhich have led to considerable false evidence for extra chance 
scores using the above methods: 


(1) Possibility of unconscious and other sensory cues. 



(2) Choices made are dictated by mental habits of subjects 
and not by random chance. 

(3) Errors due to suggestibility of experimenter in recording 
results of guesses. 

(4) Criticism of statistical methods; although it is 
generally agreed that the statistical methods properly applied are valid. 

COMMENT: 



In general, belief in extrasensory perception has gained 
little acceptance' by informed scientists. Thus, replies to questions 
sent to members ‘of' the American Psychological Association recorded only 
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<&* 7-15-5? * -**"• Willtam Poos (ph,), rest dent of 
Btohmond , Virginia , gave a private exhibition of extra ~ 
•emery perception Fery briefly, it t9 hi a claim that 
he can teach the blind to see with 100 per cent effiotenoyt 
jjtn six months to be able to teach a person without eyes to 
£ drive an automobile safely , Be claims that distance and 
motion are no greater factors than in ordtnary vision 
and htnts of the possibility of seetng beyond a covering ~ 
paper or solid wall , Bis daughter , lb.rgc.ret , was blind m % 
bided and assisted In the exhibition, reading wrttten and 
Tinted material, tractng, catching a bouncing ball , and * 
Iking about wtth apparent ease, ■ ■■, 

3 fill tax Foos ts said to be a high sohool > 

> sj graduate employed in a minor eapaotty wtth the C» and 0, 

* y'-Jiatlway* It is reported that about two years ago he became , 
'^interested in extra sensory perception and began experimenting 
i with members of his family, achieving amazing success* ih ' 
recent weeks he has been publicized tn the Btohmiond area and 
u":/s now apparently attempting to interest various government 
. n< ‘ " 



5 


agencies tn his claimed ability to teaoh the blind to see , 


iar. 


*' l 


^ Although there ts considerable ekepttctsn con - 

' — v l / ^'teeming these claims and the Bureau has not been in a 

- ^position to check as to their authenticity, many scientists / 

t. f-.'have long recognized the general principles of extra sensory- 
*““ U J perception. Should the claims of tilliam Foes be well-founded , 
the posstbtltttes are unlimited insofar as law enforcement \and 
counterintelligence are concerned, <7cnsgauen£lt>, tM £jghmond 
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RrCOiP.' E-J DATION : 

It is recommended that this memo be filed for 
possible future reference . ; 
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